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joining the German-speaking populations of Germany or Austria.
On the other hand, the people of Oedenburg (Sopron), who
predominantly spoke German, decided to join Hungary* The
population of Hultschin or Hlucin, of whom about 80 per cent
speak a Czech dialect, were joined with Czechoslovakia by the
Peace Treaty without a plebiscite. Yet they soon put up a strong
opposition to the Czech regime, and about 80 per cent even
voted for the Sudetendeutsche Partei which was German-
nationalist.1 The Allied Powers themselves, however, in other
cases did not regard language as decisive. German-speaking
populations like those of Austria, northern Bohemia and other
minor districts were not permitted to join Germany.
The view that language is the criterion of nationality plays a
particular role in the ideology of German nationalism, though it
is not confined to it. Historical events have scattered German-
speaking populations over a large part of central and eastern
Europe which were separated from Germany in the course of
time, or never belonged to it. The Pan-Germans and. their
successors, the Nazis, have always looked upon these people as
parts of the German nation, and Hitler has many times pro-
claimed himself as their protector. German is the language of
the Austrians, and of the majority in Switzerland. Moreover,
there are, or were, German-speaking minorities in the Baltic
States, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Hungary, Jugoslavia,
Russia, Italy, France, the U.S.A., Brazil, many other American
states and the former German colonies. The Pan-Germans,-;
moreover, count even the Dutch, Flemish and Danes among the
Germans in a wider sense, and regard their languages merely as
German dialects. This German view of nationality is not shared
by most other nations. Otherwise the English would have to
claim the incorporation of the North Americans in their Common-
wealth, or vice versa, and the French would have to strive to
incorporate the French-speaking Swiss and Belgians in France
and to recover a part of Canada, The Spanish would have a
title to most of South America and the Portuguese to Brazil.
The Dutch could aim at extending their, frontiers over a part of
Belgium and annexing the Boers.
1 Elizabeth Wiskcmann, Czechs and Germans, "1938, p, 231. For significant details
regarding the plebiscites cf, Edward H. Carr, Conditions ofPtace> 1942, p. 45, and Sarah
Wambaugh, Plebiscites Since the World War> a vols.. ed, by the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace, 1933.